fare. Th e application of International Humanitarian Law (IHL) is an attempt to achieve an equitable balance between humanitarian requirements and the necessities of war. 5 Th us, the obligations of IHL are intended to reduce the suff ering caused by war, in particular the pain infl icted on civilians and other non-combatants. Th e eff orts of IHL to promote the 'humanization of war' 6 presuppose that war's protagonists -soldiers, military offi cers, civilian superiors and insurgents -are human. Increasingly, however, war is and will be fought by machines -and virtual networks linking machines -which, to varying degrees, are controlled by humans. With advances in artifi cial intelligence, machines will be less dependent on human control and humans will become dependent on machines to 'make decisions' and take action for them. Th e automation of killing is perhaps the largest legal and moral hurdle facing unmanned combat systems. 7 Th e following contributions, each written by scholars and military offi cers with expertise in IHL, provide analysis and recommendations for armed forces as to how these new technologies may be used in accordance with international law. Moreover, the chapters provide suggestions for military doctrine to ensure continued compliance with IHL during this ever-more-rapid evolution of technology. 8 Each chapter (with one exception) 9 pertains to one of four core themes:
